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Throngs  at  Exposition 

by  Rev.  C.  E.  Fuller ,  Inhambane 

More  than  two  thousand  people  from  sparsely  po¬ 
pulated  Portuguese  East  Africa  traveled  as  far  as  two 
hundred  miles  to  attend  a  three  day  Exposition  of 
agriculture,  education,  industry,  health  and  general 
Christian  values  at  the  Methodist  mission  in  Kam- 
bini.  Over  a  hundred  remained  over  for  a  week’s 
study  in  courses  for  pastors,  evangelists,  teachers, 
and  local  preachers. 

On  May  21st  the  paths  leading  into  Kambini 
through  straggly  woods  and  scrubby  wastes  were 
peopled  with  chanting  blacks,  bearing  on  their  heads 
products  from  their  gardens,  handiwork  made  in 
their  homes,  and  food  and  clothing  for  a  half  week 
at  the  Big  hair”.  Here  and  there  were  home 
made  ox  carts  drawn  by  obstreperous  cattle.  Bv 
nightfall  the  paths  were  full,  and  all  the  Kambini 
houses  were  surrounded  by  black  masses  of  people 
and  their  2,000  odd  exhibits. 

As  the  exposition  took  shape  three  school  build¬ 
ings  became  full  of  corn,  cassava  (Tapioca  plant), 
peanuts,  beans,  coffee,  cotton,  pumpkins,  pineapples, 
sweetpotatoes,  and  other  agicultural  products— on 
the  stem  and  in  baskets.  With  them  were  dozens 
of  home  made  palm  leaf  and  grass  baskets,  straw 
hats,  hoes,  oxen  yokes,  whips,  mahogany  canes  and 
clubs,  dug-out  boats,  bows  and  arrows,  bark  cloth 
blankets,  as  well  as  dresses,  samples  of  mending, 
darning,  pressing,  baking,  and  other  home  arts,  and 
even  four  tables,  mahogany  and  teak,  a  couple  beds 
and  a  half  dozen  chairs.  Some  fishermen  brought 
samples  of  every  type  of  catch  as  well  as  hand  made 
equipment.  Others,  antiquarians  of  sorts,  brought  in 
relics  of  a  transformed  society,  ancient  clothes,  tools, 
and  pottery. 

Another  building  housed  exhibits  made  at  Kambi¬ 
ni  by  teachers  and  students,  showing  the  result  of 
their  Bible  study,  their  knowledge  of  the  birds,  and 
other  interests.  In  the  same  building  posters  showed 
rules  of  health,  methods  of  baby  care  and  feeding, 
and  warning  aoout  the  pests  that  carry  diseases  into 
many  homes.  Along  with  the  posters  display  were 
realistic  demonstrations  made  with  dolls  to  show  best 
method  of  dressing,  feeding,  bathing,  and  putting 
baby  to  bed. 

The  industrial  Arts  building  was  dressed  up  with 
samples  of  its  best  products,  but  it,  together  with 
other  industrial  departments  functioned  as  usual  Boys 
showed  visitors  the  process  of  taking  cotton  from  the 
plant,  through  its  cleaning  process,  carding  it,  hand¬ 
spinning  it  into  thread,  setting  up  a  loom,  and  weav¬ 
ing  strong  cotton  cloth.  Likewise  they  showed  how 
flax  could  be  used  the  same  way,  while  they  demon¬ 
strated  carefully  every  step  in  the  process  of  taking 
sisal  from  the  plant  to  finished  rugs.  They  did  the 
same  with  coconut  fiber.  They  preached  the  sermon 


that  the  native  could  make  his  own  clothes  from  be¬ 
ginning  to  end, — if  they  wish  to,  and  if  they  are 
taught. 

Tailors  showed  their  hand  and  machine  sewed 
suits,  trousers,  shorts,  etc.  The  tanner  showed  his 
work  of  shoe  making,  harness  making,  and  also  de¬ 
monstrated  the  methods  of  tanning  hides.  Elsewhere 
the  blacksmith,  the  soapmaker,  and  the  potters  either 
displayed  their  work  or  their  products.  Carpenters 
did  not  work,  but  evidences  of  their  ability  was  to  be 
seen  in  the  furniture  and  all  the  woodwork  of  the 
mission. 

Another  building  housed  live  stock  of  all  sorts, 
from  chicks  to  donkeys. 

Almost  a  score  of  villages  tcok  part  in  a  Wednes¬ 
day  night  competition  of  Bible  questions  and  hymn 
singing,  the  church  building  overdoing  with  the 
crowd.  While  judges  were  working  all  day  Thurs¬ 
day  with  the  exhibits,  a  milling  multitude  saw  the 
Chicuque  Girl’s  School  present  the  drama  of  Pil- 
gims  Progress,  and  watched  the  life  of  David  Liv¬ 
ingstone  as  dramatized  by  Kambini  boys.  In  the 
evening  more  than  2,000  heard  another  Bible  com¬ 
petition  and  saw  a  masterpiece  in  the  dramatic  pres¬ 
entation  of  the  Life  of  Moses  given  in  operatic  style. 
Friday  morning  the  student  evangelists  delighted  the 
audience,  including  the  Portuguese  officials  present, 
with  an  agricultural  drama,  contrasting  Mr.  Old 
Customs  and  Mr.  Good  Farmer.  Prizes  were  giv¬ 
en  to  hundreds  of  exhibitors  in  the  afternoon,  and 
pictures  were  shown  in  the  evening.  General  dis¬ 
persion  followed. 

The  Administrator  and  his  family,  together  with 
several  other  important  officials,  were  guests  of  the 
mission  on  two  different  days.  The  Administrator 
expressed  his  keen  appreciation  of  the  entire  exposi¬ 
tion,  and  asked  permission  to  use  the  agricultural 
drama,  his  intention  being  to  call  all  the  chiefs  of  the 
administration  and  obliging  them  to  present  the  dra¬ 
ma  in  their  fourteen  chieftainships. 

Perhaps  of  most  importance  is  the  Institute  which 
followed  the  Exposition.  Over  a  hundred  pastors, 
teachers,  svangelists  and  local  preachers  from  the 

whole  colony  came  together  to  sit  seven  hours  daily 
in  classes  covering  the  different  phases  of  their  work, 
every  missionary  and  pastor  in  Kambini  being  taxed 
to  the  maximum  to  supply  leadership  for  twenty-four 
classes  each  day.  Out  of  these  groups  come  the  effi¬ 
cient  leadership  of  several  hundred  out  stations. 

Throughout  the  exposition  it  was  learned  that  the 
spiritual  has  greatest  power  as  it  affects  and  sancti¬ 
fies  the  material:  in  the  institute  the  leaders  found 
how  they  could  use  the  material  to  express  the  spirit¬ 
ual.  They  press  on  in  the  attempt  to  show  their  faith 
in  their  works. 


*An  account  of  the  Agricultural  Fair  held  at  the  Methodist  Mission,  Kambini, 
Inhambane,  Portuguese  East  Africa,  beginning  May  21,  1941. 
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